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Introduction 

Parks open spaces (PAOS) are scenic parts of landscape that can 

be taken for granted. The London Borough of Merton decided to take full advantage of 

their PAOS by assessing public opinion on how these important resources can best used 

by the community. is why the Borough of Merton decided to a group of students 

~_"".u_ ...... "" Institute to rta1-a~ ...... on the located 

tasks were to 

to PAOS 

within the Borough Merton. One of primary goals of this ....... ,."'a.r--t was to establish a 

baseline representation of public opinion concerning spaces. 

This task was accomplished by conducting an extensive that created a 

representative sample of the people of Merton so we could then ascertain opInIon on 

the previously mentioned Equal representation was a key factor in the success of 

this project, as it enabled us to make generalizations from our sample to general 

population. Since people of all ages and backgrounds had an equal chance of being 

selected, and since we had a uniform response rate throughout the Borough of Merton, our 

survey was successful. This allowed us to make recommendations to the council of Merton 

based on the data we n-no-tha, .. art 

not to 

so 

could be more easily acquired and sorted. survey itself was based on a similar survey 

was recently commissioned to gauge public opinion on in all London Boroughs. 
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obtained 

Merton. 

our .UU-JLU<JJ'~. 

After the data were collected, our 

once we 

and locations within Merton. We analyzed the data in a way that allowed us to 

meaningful recommendations to the council of Merton on how to improve the P AOS. The 

two main factors we used in separating our were the age of the respondent and which 

area made our analysis concise 

IS it is acres 

of London. population is 168,000 IJV<JIJ,"". 

households. There are also approximately 3,500 small to medium 

in this economically diverse borough. These facts are important VV""UU,Yv the and 

economic make-up Merton is similar to size and economic make-up of 

Massachusetts USA. allowed us to look at past studies conducted on the P AOS within 

Worcester, and helped us to form a preliminary vision about what problems PAOS in 

Merton might be might be experiencing. Upon arriving at Leisure Division in 

Merton, we also conducted interviews with local experts on the within Merton. 

project entailed a great deal work effort. We created an efficient strategy to 

complete the In amount of time we had. was accumulated to 

of Merton will hopefully with. 

IS an (IQP), was to 

fulfill a degree requirement Worcester Polytechnic Institute. The purpose of this project 

is to explore relation between society and technology. In this project we explored the 
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that us conducting our 

a 

description of London 

and the London Borough of Merton, along 

methods. 

descriptions of statistical and 

of u",,~'>~u~_u for They started as mere "'1--''-'''''''''''''. 

which were of spaces can be found 

out use. 

even an 

hill a 19). 

It was not we find as we know 

today. 

term "park" meant "",'"""no· .... ,,.....,... different before the At a 

was: 

"An area of land adjacent to a gentleman's house, which had been enclosed 

from public use and which had been planted, modeled, and embellished by 

one or other of the protagonists of what come to be known as the British 

L-iULlU,C)VU,I--'V School - whether or 

or one of 

or Knights." 
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enjoyment similar to .L-"'U.u .... ,'U was solely 
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as amount more 

was to create a 
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most notable 

us tem1 park as we it 
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or some means IS 



definition, they ..... ~L ...... _· ..... the term park as a of or water set aside 

the people (2). According to the park is defined as tract of 

ground kept as a game preserve or recreation area." 

Molnar 

The definition of park can be further extended. In the book Anatomy of Parks, 

..... H''''' ......... ''''' defined as an outdoor public place consisting of natural 

structures, people, and that are 

plants; use 

areas ~'"'u, •. u .... "'"' yards; 

major structures and minor structures 

other utilities, fences, benches, drinking fountains, and (15). 

While each part has a singular purpose, no one can exist in isolation the 

others. For example, the orientation of sun 

because the sun must not shine in the 

the location of the amphitheater 

of the audience. Interdependence 

among all the parts must be recognized and accommodated if single part is to work. 

Consideration of such relationships extends from the 'U' ...... "-, .... u~ determination the park's 

location in the city plan to the '.H~.,u.~~,",,,,~ decision about where to place the trash basket. 

ambiguous. London Borough 

r.n(~pn1pri with the use and 

as a is not 

developed with houses, o-J ............... , ... .....,u or anything unnatural (Damon, & 

26). The Boulder County Comprehensive plan from Colorado in the United States defined 

open space as that are being intentionally left free from future development, and in 
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8) A connected system of P AOS enhances opportunities for citizens to walk and 

bicycle to work, leading to a healthier citizenry and providing viable habitat for 

wildlife. (http://www.ci.eugene.of.us) 

3.2. London Borough of Merton 

3.2.1. History of Merton 

The London Borough of Merton is a suburban city located 20 miles south of 

London. The name Merton (Mere Tun) is taken to mean pond or marsh. The reason for 

this was that in prehistoric times all the London Boroughs was a region of dense forest, 

swamp, heath and marsh (Merton Official Guide 11). In 1965, Mitcham, Wirnbledon, 

Merton, and Morden merged to form the London Borough of Merton with a population of 

185,130 people (Merton Official Guide 22). The Borough extends from Wandsworth in the 

north to Sutton and Croydon in the south, with an area of 3796 hectares (Hutton). One 

interesting fact to know is that Mitcham is defined as "big village," while Morden is 

defined as "hill by the marsh." In the past 20 years, the population of London Borough of 

Merton has declined due to the fact that more people wanted to move to London. Today, 

there are approximately 168,000 people in Merton. 

3.2.2. Merton PAOS 

The Borough of Merton is proud of the quality of its PAOS, comprising 713 

hectares, with Wimbledon Park and Mitcham Commons being the largest. There are a wide 

variety of facilities in the PAOS. For example, Cannizaro Park contains 400 species of 

trees and shrubs, some of which are rare and imported (Hutton). Appendix F shows the 

description of the P AOS in Merton 
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The London Borough of Merton been concerned with the available PAOS for 

quite a while. In 1995, a survey, research project by Con1edia was conducted in partnership 

with twelve local authorities: Dublin, Greenwich, Hounslow, 

Sutton. 

, .. " .... UU .... LJ.JlJ....., ...... over 1 0,000 n10re 1,000 

3). There were many recommended solutions that 

follows: 

of are as 

Developing local strategies for improving the quality all public space, perhaps 

along the lines of a town centre management schemes and structures. 

Investigating other forms of management, as appropriate to each space and local 

condition: direct provision, partnership, voluntary management or Trust and so on. 

, .. d\JIJAAJlj;;;. new for the staffing or public which V\JA.AAUA.lA .... ''''' a public 

role, with an educational, safety maintenance role. 

V.l\JIJ.l.lJlj;;;. a parks brief in order to work with other agencies as social 

arts and departments 

our we the 

.L.J'VJlJ. ...... 'U .... Borough location, 

where one IS an close to a big city, and also U'-'I..,UL!.:l'-' In past 

has had the same problem that not enough were the available P AOS. 
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accurate infonnation about the population in a limited amount of time. A sample that 

represents the varying components of the population must be identified to choose a good 

sample. A good sample is very important when conducting a survey such as this one. 

There are different types of survey errors that vary with the strengths and weaknesses of 

different survey methods, in addition to the problems of choosing a relevant sampling list 

and size. All of the tenns relating to survey methods and errors will be explained in this 

section. 

3.4.2. Survey Error and Design 

Despite the diversity of outlooks on survey methods, there is an agreement on the 

significance of errors, which inhibit researchers who use surveys from obtaining their 

goals. In this context error refers to deviations obtained from survey results that are not a 

true reflection of the population (Groves 12). One must show special consideration when 

designing their survey, to make sure there is as little error as possible. 

For a survey to provide accurate results, it has to have four characteristics. The first 

one of these characteristics is that everyone in the target population must have the same 

chance to be chosen for the sampling list. The second characteristic is that enough people 

must be chosen for the sampling list to accomplish the preferred level of reliability. 

Thirdly, the questions that will be asked must be straightforward and clear, so that the 

people are able to understand and answer them correct! y. The last characteristic is to 

ensure that everyone who was asked to participate in our survey gave honest answers. If the 

surveys are not done this way errors will occur, which will cause inaccurate results (Groves 

19). 

16 



errors 

error, "'LUA"IJ~'.U,(>;:.. error, measurement error, 

error occurs IS 

(Groves error, the L".lrnr\"a. 

r'r\'\!Plr~l1rp error 

a 

to error can overcome 

24). 

Cll1"pnnpl'lT error results on 

error IS 

can 

".1,.1,.".1,'-" ...... answers . 

...... v.","' ... v'"' error occurs 

IS 

not too or many LJV'UO./"V not to "'Qoc'Y'<£'!,nr1 a the 

17 



not case, 

were not offended. This modification could results, producing a 

pointless survey that is not representative of Views the population (Groves 52). 

population, are four face-to-face, 

ways; which one to \.d."JVe,,,,, depends on 

errors you as 

well as the to We a placed upon us 

being our lack time small amount of personnel. 

Telephone surveys are often helpful when most 

phones and when questions are straightforward. Straightforward questions are very 

good because they prevent any misunderstanding of the questions, which will help to 

eliminate any measurement errors. Telephone surveys do have some faults in that they 

require more staff than mail or drop-off surveys because people are needed to make 

phone calls, some people within the population do not have telephones and some people 

have multiple phone lines. Therefore, if the sampling list is taken from a phone directory, 

not everyone has an equal chance of being chosen. This will yield a coverage error. 

many workers for populations, 

means a A~A""HA'--''U is best 

interviewers can go to parks, schools and door-to-door. When 

population is unknown, using the face to method is a good idea to make a sampling list 

(Groves 75). People are likely to rudely tum away from the interviewer during a face 
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3.5.3. Different Ways of Quantifying Data 

Before a statistic can be calculated, the data must analyzed. There are many 

different ways to analyze the data gathered. The first one is quantitative data, which are 

data that consist of numbers representing counts or measurements (Triola 5). The second 

one is called qualitative data analysis. Qualitative data are data that can be separated into 

different categories that are distinguished by some non-numeric characteristic (Triola 5). 

The last one is discrete data, which are data that result from either a finite nUIYtber of 

possible values or a countable number of possible values (Triola 5). 

3.5.4. Levels of Measurement 

After sorting the data we needed to find a way to rank the data. There are three 

ways to rank a data. The fist is called the nominal level of measurement. The nominal level 

of measurement involves data that consists of nan1es, labels, or categories only, the data 

cannot be arranged in an ordering scheme (Triola 6). The second one is called level 

measurement, which are data that may be arranged in some order but the interval between 

data values cannot be determined or are meaningless (Triola 7). This means you cannot 

measure the difference between good and excellent. The final type of ranking is called the 

ratio level of measurement. This way of ranking data occurs when there is meaning in the 

intervals and there is an inherit zero (Triola 8). 

3.5.5. Samples From A Statistical View 

There are n1any sampling methods and two of then1 are randon1 san1pling and 

stratified sampling. A random sample is when everyone in the popUlation has an equal 

chance of participation (Triola 19). A stratified sample means the population was 
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level of measurement to public opinion on 

respondent to as or poor. 

The results for this question were pVl"rpccP'1'l In a 

The next variable was fee structure. This variable was measured on a nominal 

We asked if the fees for park usage is a large enough to discourage the respondent 

from the or limit the "o<,'",r. .... rI.o.,1" usage. question was asked in a closed 

answer manner with IS 

we of 

measurement We or no were 

answers. The question was, 

nearest to you?" a person answered yes, there was an 

that allowed the respondent to any problem had. ordinal level of 

measurement was used to determine the respondent's opinion on the condition of the 

recreational equipment within the park. The question we asked the respondent was to rate 

the condition the recreational equipment within the park closest to them and the park 

they used the most. The possible answers to this closed-ended question were either 

average, below average, or poor. 

grouping of questions we asked was used to establish a baseline on 

and how the ... "'" ....... "'.,rI,o. ..... 1- would rank ."... ... , ......... '1-'>"'1"'0 of the issues or she was just 

or free The next question we the .. oC""' ...... .,rI,O.,1" was to 

various forms entertainment. This question used the interval level measurement and 

asked the respondent to compare other forms of recreation to outdoor recreation to see if 

29 



was a {TPlnpl'<;l next '-4U,..,..,LJlVL' we 

was to and to 

see """IJ',,",LH'&L"-"'-U A and B ..... V"l"lt,UJ"H a our 

cover letter as as a our 

30 



5.0. Data 

5.1. Introduction 

The main goal of our survey was to identify the people's opinion about the PAOS 

within Merton. As mentioned before, we conducted our survey in the four main areas of 

Merton: Wimbledon, Raynes Park, Mitcham, and Morden. We surveyed both users and 

non-users. All the data we gathered were stored in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. 

Appendix H contains the data in Microsoft Excel format on a computer disk. The survey 

results are shown in Appendix C. The spreadsheet helped us analyze the data and see any 

important trends. 

5.2. Survey results 

We conducted 453 surveys within the Borough. They consisted of 123 surveys 

from Wimbledon, III from Morden, 110 from Raynes Park, and 106 from Mitcham. 

Although we did not succeed in reaching our goal of 500 completed questionnaires, the 

sample had a fairly balanced distribution of gender and age . Figures 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 show 

the percentages of gender and age groups, respectively. 

Figure 5.2.1: Gender of Respondents 

Female 
54% 

Male 
46% DMaie 

Female I 
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Figure 5.2.2: Age Group by Respondents 
10% 

~----------------~--

010 to 15 : 

16 to 25 
026 to 35 
036 to 45 
- 46 to 55 
056 to 65 

- over 65 

The 1991 census of Merton indicates that about 520/0 of the population are female 

and 480/0 are male, which were very similar to our survey. The census also indicated that 

200/0 of the people are under 15 years old, about 50% are from 16 to 45 years old, and 300/0 

are 46 plus years old. Although our data are not the same as the census in terms of age 

group, the comparison was quite similar. 

Our survey indicated that about 320/0 of the people surveyed were responsible for 

children under the age of 18. The respondents were also asked in what manner they go to 

the parks most often, alone or in groups. Only 300/0 of the people surveyed answered they 

go to the parks alone. Approximately 61 % answered they go to the parks in groups. The 

rest of the respondents answered both, although we clearly said to choose one answer. We 

wanted the respondents to state the way they visited the park most often, alone or in 

groups. Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful in finding non-regular users of the PAOS to 

answer our survey. A majority of the people that we surveyed said they use the P AOS 

often. Only 150/0 of the respondents said that they do not use the parks regularly. This 

could be explained by the fact that many residents of Merton have very little yard space. 

Since many residents do not have the room to walk their dog or set up swing sets on their 

own property, PAOS are where they have to go for walking the dog and playing outdoors. 
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5.3. Closed Ended Results 

In our opinion questions, respondents were asked to rate the safety of the P AOS 

they normally use. Figure 5.3.1 shows how the entire sample answered the questions, 

while figure 5.3.2 shows the answers of the respondents from Wimbledon, Raynes Park, 

Morden, and Mitchan1. Figures 5.3.3 and 5.3.4 show the answer of the respondents from 

each age group and gender, respectively. 

Figure 5.3.1: All Respondent Answers on the Safety Issue 

50 
~ 40 
C) 

~- r--- -
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~ 20 
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Figure 5.3.2: Respondent Answers for the Safety Issue in each of 
Four Main Area 
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Figure 5.3.3: Respondent Answers for the Safety Issue According to 
Age Groups 
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Rgure 5.3.4: Respondent Answers on the Safety Issue According to 
Gender 
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The average answer for the entire sample was 3.36, with a scale of 1 being poor to 5 

being very good . The average answers from Wimbledon, Raynes Park, Morden and 

Mitcham are 3.36, 3.52, 3.17 and 2.97 , respectively. The average answers from males and 

females are 3.32 and 3.34, while the average answers from each age groups is shown in 

table 5.3.1. 

Table 5.3.1: Average answers from each age groups 
10to15 16 to 25 26 to 35 36 to 45 46 to 55 

3.21 3.l9 3.46 3.387 3.56 

56 to 65 Over 65 

3.38 3.30 

We also asked the respondents to rate the condition of the recreational 
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equipment in the parks. Figure 5.3.5 shows the average answer from the entire sample. 

Figure 5.3.6 shows the answers fron1 Wirrlbledon, Raynes Park, Morden, and Mitcham. 

The answers from each age groups and gender are shown in figure 5.3.7 and 5.3.8. The 

average answer from the entire sample was 3.26, on a scale of 1 to 5. The average answers 

fron1 Wirrlbledon, Raynes Park, Morden and Mitcham are 3.44, 3.43, 3.07, and 3.83, 

respectively. The average answers according to gender are 3.16 and 3.34 for male and 

female, respectively. The answers according to age group is shown in table 5.3.2. 
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Figure 5.3.5: All RespondentAnswers for the Recreational 
E q IJ i p men t Is sue 
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Figure 5.3.6: Respondent Answers for the Recreational Equipment Issue 
in each of Four Main Areas 
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Figure 5.3.7: Respondent Answers for the Recreational Equipment Issue 
According to each Age Group 
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Figure 5.3.8: Respondent Answers for the Recreational Equipment 
Issue According to Gender 
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Table 5.3.2: Average answers from each age group 
10 to 15 16 to 25 26 to 35 36 to 45 46 to 55 56 to 65 Over 65 

3.23 3.10 3.16 3.15 3.27 2.44 3.30 

The respondents were also asked what overall grade would they give the PAOS 

they used often. The choice of answers was similar to that of the first two opinion 

questions. Figure 5.3.9 shows the answers from the entire sample. Figure 5.3.10 shows the 

answers from Wimbledon, Raynes Park, Morden, and Mitcham. Figures 5.3 .11 and 5.3 .12 

show the answers according to age group and gender. 
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Figure 5.3.9: ALL RespondentAnswers for the OveraLL Grade of 
PAOS 
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Figure 5.3.10: Respondent Answers for the Overall Grade of PAOS in 
each of Four Main Areas 
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Figure 5.3.12: RespondentAnswersforthe Overall Grade ofPAOS 
According to gender 
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The average answer shown in figure 5.3.9 is 3.53 , which is somewhere in between 

average and good. The average answers from Wimbledon, Raynes Park, Morden, and 

Mitcham are 3.76, 3.57, 3.45 , and 3.19, respectively. The average answers according to age 

groups is shown in table 5.3.3, while the average answers according to gender are 3.46, and 

3.58, male and female, respectively. 

The fourth question that we asked the respondents was about accessibility. We 

asked them whether they had trouble going to the parks. The results showed that only 

50/0 of our sample had trouble with accessibility. The main accessibility problem was that 

people believe the streets around the park are not safe. Respondents also stated that 

distance was a factor in accessibility . They said the parks were either to far away from 

their homes or the bus trip is too long. 

We asked if a use fee would discourage the respondent ' s use of the parks . 

Approximately 470/0 of our sample said that a fee discourages them from using the 

Table 5.3.3 : Average answers according to age groups 
10 to 15 16 to 25 26 to 35 36 to 45 46 to 55 56 to 65 Over 65 

3.44 3.416 3.58 3.47 3.82 3.69 3.53 
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Figure 5.3.13: Activities Answers from Respondents of the Age 
Group 10 to 15 years oLd 
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Figure 5.3.14: Activities Answers from Respondents of the age 
group 16 to 25 years oLd 
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Fig u re 5.3.15: Activitie sAn sw e rs fro m R espo nd e nts of the Ag e 
Group 26 to 35 yea rs oLd 
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Figure 5.3.16: Activities Answers from Respondents of the Age 
G roup of 36 to 45 years oLd 
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Figure 5.3.17: Activities Answers from Respondents of the Age Group 
46 to 55 years old 
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Figure 5.3.18: Activities Answers from Respondents of the Age Group of 
56 to 65 years old 
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Figure 5.3.19: Activities Answers from Respondents of the Age 
G roup over 65 years oLd 
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We also asked what the primary reason(s) people had for going to the PAOS. They 

were given the following answers to choose from : recreational sports, sports league, 

walking the dog, taking children to the playground, public gardens, and other(s). Figure 

5.3.20 shows the answers from all the respondents . Most of the respondents who 

chose others said walking, picnics, or just socializing and enjoying the view. The last 

question that we asked the respondents was whether they bring their pet(s) to the parks. 

Approximately 45% said that they bring their pets to the parks. 

Figure 5.3.20: Primary Reason Respondents go to the 
Parks 
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The second question also had many different answers. Most of the respondents said 

that they would like more security at the P AOS. Most of the respondents were concerned 

with the vandalism that occurs within the parks created mostly by teenagers. Closing the 

gate at night is one of the changes they would like to see. For respondents that have no 

pets, they feel the dog mess should be cleaned more often and certain areas such as picnic 

areas should be pet free zones. For respondents who like to walk or cycle, most of them 

suggested better paths for walking or bicycling. Another interesting fact is that son1e 

respondents want parks that have activities for older children aside from football or cricket. 

As we said earlier, only 150/0 of the respondent said that they were non-regular users of 

the parks. Their explanation for why people are not going to the parks are mostly due to 

one of the following 

• Lack of time to go to the P AOS. 

• Do not have many activities to do for teenager or older children. 

• Do not like the available parks or open spaces. 

• Too much vandalism and graffiti. 

• No interest in going to the P AOS. 
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indicated how the feel about the in Merton. 

a of answers, poor to 

i-J'V'VH.JlL'j:;.. at 5.3.1, one can see most of 

good (35%) or average (38%». though respondents was 

average if not good, they it should be better. This can be seen in the answers on the 

second open-ended question, where many respondents said the should be more 

secure. Many respondents are concerned with people who are drunk or took drugs and 

stayed the Respondents are also concerned about the vandalism and graffiti that 

was caused by teenagers who go to the parks at night. We noticed this when we visited 

that had graffiti on the or playground equipment that was broken due to 

one can see that Mitcham lowest 

Park and Morden, are generally terms 

of ... "'-'I-''V.lJ' .... ''''.Uh' either good (32%) or (42%). that IS 

a correlation between security and condition equipment. As one can see, lack of security 

can lead to vandalism, which tum leads to degradation the recreational equipment. 

The correlation seems more evident as we look at figure 5.3.6, which shows that the 

the Wimbledon, and seems to 
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better than ,",UL.1Vi~Ui equipment in Mitcham. Knowing this, we better 

security leads to better condition of the equipment. 

Many respondents that go to Ravensbury Park mentioned that the condition of the 

toilets needs improvements. They said that toilets look very dirty and the 

do not they also said the trash bins to be cleaned more 

When we condition of 

equipment, safety, and ease of access, it is personal is the most 

important. This can seen in table 5.3.1. Condition of the equipment followed by ease of 

access came next. results gave more evidence that personal issues are what 

the respondent believes to be the most important. 

Solutions that were recommended by respondents to improve personal safety 

vary. Some of them that were repeated were: 

• Keep the locked at night. 

• camera at 

• Park keeper place all the time. 

People of Merton 

Figures 5.3.1 .1 5.3.1 5.3.16,5.3.1 5.3.18 and 5.3.19 show what of 

activities the respondents enjoy. Our 

whether the respondents 

though a of 

reason for asking 

to 

outdoor 

question was to see 

r-r.l'Yln':lr,o.rI to 

are most important 

activity, this was not the case in figures 5.3.14 and 5.3.15, where watching television seems 
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One is to simply the more often. is to 

more should 

7.3 Recommendations 

Our survey revealed some general concerns that are shared throughout Merton so 

we would to start by '-'IJ'-JU.U.<"" some ,"","'~~"'~'''''i recommendations, which would 

IS on 

throughout they were r>"~ .. r>""rnt:>rI with 

should an in additional security measures. 

security would be to lock the gates to the P AOS a 

more community organizations to help lock down the parks and 

morning. We believe this security measure would reduce the 

to 

at night. This means 

them during the 

equipment located 

within the area. It would become much harder to steal property from the if any piece 

of equipment would to be lifted over the gate instead of passed through. 

Our next recommendation is hiring some type of security personnel. We realized 

this is expensive so we would recomnlend using a private company that would patrol 

Merton throughout the night. If that is too expensive it would also be helpful if local police 

could simply patrol areas 

near house owners see 

to and just watchful for U'-'~H"'~~~~U."'" 

a good 

wrong, they 

owners 

police right 

away. Having some form lightning in the parks would be another way. Teenagers who 

vandalize parks usually do ita place. By providing some form of lightning, 
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would more to parks. Also, ~~J",jl~U~~A~J", can work in conjunction 

with cameras. Unfortunately, the camera Council used did not 

work efficiently in dark areas. This was as we found out that the Council 

Merton already tried this r:>-nr"-r\'"ll"'h but did not succeed because the cameras were not able 

to clearly show who was committing that aid of lightning, the cameras can 

reduce 

more •• UH .......... U ..... IS ....,u,"'...., ... 'u it will 

set a wall If UA ...... UJ.A."'A~A does occur 

projects can be organized through various non-profit organizations to 

cost of clean 

believe that if vandalism can be reduced, then equipment will be in better 

condition. We also believe that such things as proper goals are too expensive, there are 

low budget solutions to this problem. The first would be setting up more of a target than a 

goal. An example of this would be setting up three metal pipes imbedded in the ground 

and welded together in order to form a goal. Since nets can be stolen don't put one 

place. This would give the children something to with and the cost of doing 

would be small. Age height requiren1ents for playgrounds would also be helpful. 

would prevent playground equipment u...., ... ' ......... ,,,...., they are too 

as well as nr,::>"p·ntln lY last 

to ~AA~IJ~vj.~~vj.A~ but it u .... "'LA V Ll' ",v '" the by 

older children. In America such things as indoor climbing walls and skate parks have been 

created so older children have a greater variety of activities for themselves. 
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Opinion Questions 

1. How would you rate the safety of the parks and open spaces that you personally use? 

(Please circle one.) 

Very good Good Average Below average Poor 

2. How would you rate the condition of the recreational equipment with in the parks or 

open spaces that you personally use? (Please circle one.) 

Very good Good Average Below average Poor 

3. What overall grade would you give the parks and open spaces that you personally 

use? (Please circle one) 

Very good Good Average Below average Poor 

4. Do you have any trouble going to the parks and open spaces? (Please tick one) 

Yes No 

4a. If you answered yes could you please explain. 

5. If there is a fee to use the facilities in the parks and open spaces, does that discourage 

you from using them? (Please tick one.) 

Yes No 

6. On a scale of one to three (with one being the most important issue to you and four 

being the least important), could you rank the following issues. 

__ Condition of the equipment 

__ Personal safety 

Ease of access 
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Tennis TC Notable TreesfWoodland T 
H Water Feature WF 

Football FB Ornamental Gardens OG 
Pool PP 

R Interest NC 
BG Pavilion P 

P 
1 * * * 
2 * 
3 * * * 
4 * * * 
5 Park * * * 
6 Cannizaro Park * * * * * 
7 Cannon Hill * * * * 
8 Cannons Recreation Ground * * * .., .., .., * * * 

and Ground 
9 .., 

10 
Ground .., .., .., .., .., .., .., * 

.., .., .., .., * .., 
.., * * * 

.., .., 

* * .., .., 

* 
17 Dundonald Recreation Ground .., .., .., .., .., * 
18 Durnsford Recreation Ground .., * * * 
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19 Edenvale 
20 Fair Green 
21 '" 
22 '" '" '" 

'" 
'" '" '" '" '" '" '" 

'" '" '" '" 
'" '" '" '" '* * * 

'* '* 
* * '" '* '" * '* '* * * 

'" 
Fields '" * * * * * * 

* * * '* * * * 
* 
* 
* * * * 

'" 
Fields '" 

Common '" '" * 
39 Morden Hall Park '" '* '" * '" 
40 Morden Park '" '" '" '" '" '" * * '" * 
41 Morden Ground * * * * '* '" '" '" 
42 Morton Green '" '" * 
43 Moisten Gardens * 
44 Close '" * 

* 
Fields * * '* '" 

47 Recreation Ground * '* '* '* 
48 Pollards Hill Recreation Ground '" '" * 
49 Prince Field 
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TC H FB CR R P 

50 Pi Brook Nature Reserve 
51 Park * * * * * * * * 
52 Ground * * * * * * 
53 Riverside Walk * 
54 Rock Terrace Recreation * * * 
55 Rowan Road Recreation Ground * * * * 
56 South Park Gardens * * 
57 Sherwood Recreation * * * 
58 Sir Hood Memorial Fields * * * * * * * * * 
59 Tamworth Recreation Ground * * * * * 
60 Three Piece * * 
61 Wandie Meadow Nature Park * 
62 Wandie Park * * * 
63 Wimbledon * * * 
64 Wimbledon Park * * * * * * * * * * * 

p 
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